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Review on Two Decades Development of Ethnobotany in China

PElI Sheng-Ji
( Kunming I ndtitute of Batany, Chinese Academy of Sdences, Kunming 650204, China)

Abstract: This paper presents and discusses on two decades devel goment history of ethnobotany in China . Ethnobotany ap-
peared as a scientific research subject in 1896 in USA, ethndbotany as discipline to study with in China was begun in
1982; and in 1987 the first ethndootany research department was established at the Kunming Institute of Botany, Chinese
Acadamy of Stiences . After twenty years develgpment, ethnobotany in China has been developed from basic, or desecrip-
tive research into applied phase, immense progress has been made in sugainable plant resource use, biodiversity conserva-
tion and rurd regiond- coordination development . Howvever, ethnobotany as discipline in China is remarkabl e in establishe-
ment of theoretic framework; identification of research areas; methodologica development and set-up appropriate goproach-
es for basic and applied ethnobotany . This paper presents and discusses development history of ethnobotany in China; ad-
vances in research and fied-gte development; discipline development and training of young scientists; theoretica innova-
tion and development, and pramction of ethnobotanica research and training in China, which are largely based on the
warks that have been done and development facts presented at the Kunming Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences . Meanwhi le suggedions for further development of Chinese ethnadbotany in three aspects are proposed in the paper .
Key words: Ethnabotany; China; Kunming Institute of Botany; Development history review; Research advances; Disci-
pline devel goment
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